The second Meyenburg Lecture in 2003 will be held on June 6, 2003, at 1400 hours in the Lecture Hall at the Deutsches Krebsforschungszentrum in Heidelberg. Our distinguished speaker, Prof. Umberto Veronesi, will present a lecture on “Breast Conservation: Current Results and Future Perspectives.”

Veronesi received his medical degree at Milan University in 1951 and also qualified there as Professor of Pathological Anatomy in 1958 and Professor of Surgery in 1961. He worked at the National Cancer Institute in Milan from 1951 to 1994, first as pathologist and then as surgeon. For many years he was Director of one of the Surgical Oncology Divisions and was then appointed Acting Director of the Institute in 1973 and Scientific Director from 1975 to April 1994. From May 1994 to April 2000 he was Scientific Director of the European Institute of Oncology - Istituto Europeo di Oncologia (IEO), in Milan. From April 2000 to June 2001 he was entrusted with the position of Minister of Health in the Italian Government and then returned to the IEO, as Scientific Director, which is his present position.

As would be expected from a scientist of this caliber, Veronesi is or has been a member of the editorial board of the most important cancer journals and has held offices in the most important cancer societies in Europe and internationally, including 4 years as president of the UICC. Among his many awards are the Gold Medal of the Italian Health Ministry in 1975, the National Award of the American Cancer Society in 1977, the French Association for Cancer Research- Griffuel Prize in 1991, the FECS-Pezcoller Recognition for Contribution to Oncology Award in 2001, and the King Faisal International Prize this year. Furthermore, he has received numerous honorary doctor titles, including from universities in Cordoba, Argentina, Rio Grade do Sul, Brazil, Athens, Greece, Antwerp, Belgium, and Kracow, Poland. He is the author of more than 606 papers on clinical and experimental oncology and editor of a considerable number of textbooks.
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